
P.A.W.S. of Michigan
(Precious Animal Welfare Society of Michigan)

Fall, 2008 Newsletter
First Anniversary Edition

e-mail: info@pawsofmichigan.com P. O. Box 2184 - Riverview, MI 48193 www.pawsofmichigan.com

PAWS Is Celebrating Their First Anniversary
On August 27, P.A.W.S. of Michigan (PAWS) was
excited to celebrate their first anniversary as an
animal rescue group. The time has passed so
quickly, and we are extremely proud of our
accomplishments in only one year.

Some First-Year Highlights
We created a very impressive Mission Statement to
express our cause, and we were approved by the
IRS as a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt organization.

We have become friends with many rescue groups
and work hand-in-hand with those groups to assist
in the welfare of all animals.

PAWS is an integral part of the Wyandotte Animal
Shelter, where we assist the animal control officer in
caring for the animals at the shelter. PAWS at the
Pound assists in cleaning, medicating and helps on
adoption days. We also ensure that the animals are
vaccinated and sterilized either by the time they are
adopted or shortly thereafter.

Volunteers after loading up Humane Ohio van

We also take pound animals to the Third-Friday
event in Wyandotte hoping to find new homes for
them.

The City honored our group by posting a sign
outside the shelter with the PAWS of Michigan
name on it.

A very creative and impressive website is in place
for the group, which also includes a Petfinder site
http://pawsofmichigan.com/

We have also created a website where PAWS
merchandise may be purchased. The web name is:
http://www.cafepress.com/pawsofmi

Press For PAWS
Over the past year, we have received a very large
amount of impressive press from local newspapers,
Detroit newspapers and television.

First-Year Membership
We are proud to say that there were 20 charter
memberships, and our total a year later is 99 human
members and 28 animal members.

Our first canine adopted member to join PAWS was
Abby Dyszewski, who is very proud of that title.

Abby proud to claim her title!

Not to be outdone by the canine species, Gitche
Parker decided we needed some feline members,
so he joined as the first feline member of PAWS.

Gitche – proud to claim his title!

First Adopted Pet
Brody Nordstrom claims the title as the first PAWS
adopted pet. Brody wrote a letter stating how happy
she was that the Nordstrom family claimed her as
one of their own.

Brody and the Nordstrom clan
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Special-Needs Animals
Lily
PAWS has provided medical care for a number of
special needs animals. Our first special needs
animal was Lily. It took a very long time and plenty
of medical care to bring Lily to a point where she
could be adopted. She had a broken leg and
needed surgery, and the total cost was well into the
thousands of dollars, but PAWS saw the need and
came through for this little girl. She was adopted by
the Diaz family after she recovered from her injury.

Lily – happy to be with her
furever parents

Peanut
Peanut is our most recent special needs animal. He
was brought to the Wyandotte Pound with a broken
leg. He had been found as a stray a few nights
before. The person who found him took him to the
emergency vet and then called the Wyandotte
Animal Control on Monday to come and pick up
Peanut.

The PAWS volunteer could not find it in her heart to
leave this sweet adorable dog at the pound to suffer
with a broken leg. She thought he may need to
have his leg in a cast for awhile and immediately
made arrangements to get him to the vet. Dr. Cox
from Southpointe Veterinary Hospital recommended
that Peanut be taken to a specialist. The break was
quite severe, and it appeared that it was not a
recent break. Within a few hours he was taken to
Michigan Vet Specialists. Dr. Kersetter stated that
Peanut’s leg was broken at the end of the thigh
bone in the knee joint. It was necessary to place
pins through the upper knee joint in order for the
injury to repair properly. Peanut has finally healed
from his injury and will soon be adopted into his
forever home.

Peanut looking for his new owner

“Lots of people talk to animals . . . Not very
many listen, though . . . That's the problem.”

Just How Many Animals Were Adopted?
We are very proud to say that in excess of 200
animals have been adopted into their furever homes
since our inception.

SNAP Program Established
The Spay/Neuter Assistance Program (SNAP) was
established with a goal to promote, facilitate and
educate the importance of spaying and neutering all
companion animals. This is a critical part of PAWS’
mission. It was originally initiated with funds which
were generously donated by two of our members.
The program is designed to assist families who
could not otherwise afford to have their animals
sterilized. We have responsibly sterilized 40 ani-
mals through SNAP during our first year.

The SNAP program also assists in funding Trap,
Neuter, Return (TNR) sterilizations of feral cats,
provided the ferals have a caretaker willing to feed
them and offer outdoor shelter once they are
released.

“To err is human, to forgive, canine."

PAWS Is An Official Ambassador
Through the Purina Pro Plan® Rally to Rescue
program, PAWS was honored with the title of Rally
to the Rescue® Ambassador. The chosen
ambassadors are a select group of rescue
organizations throughout the country who have
proven to be dedicated workers showing the
importance of welfare to animals.

PAWS is proud of this honored recognition!

“There is no psychiatrist in the world
like a puppy licking your face."
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PAWS Has Been Very Active
Some of the events in which the PAWS group has
been involved are the City of Wyandotte Animal
Shelter adoptions several times every week, Child
Safety Day at the YMCA, America’s Family Pet
Expo at the Rock Financial Showplace in Novi, the
Wyandotte Christmas Parade, PAWS in the Park,
School Educational Programs, River Rouge Food
Bank, Meet Your Best Friend at the Zoo, Wyandotte
Street Fair, the Mid-Michigan Cat Fanciers’ Show at
Yack Arena, Wyandotte Third-Friday event during
the summer, Canton PetSmart Kitten Shower,
Riverview City-Wide Garage Sale, Howl-O-Ween
event at the Macomb Gibralter Trade Center,
Holiday gift wrapping events at Borders, Blessing of
the Animals at St. Pius Catholic Church, Wyandotte
Animal Shelter Vaccination Clinic, Metro Shores
Credit Union Adoption events, and Pet-A-Palooza at
Freedom Hill in Sterling Heights.

Volunteers enjoying the Christmas Parade

We were very excited that PetSmart of Canton has
given PAWS the honor of calling their new store our
very own adoption home.

PAWS volunteers at
Canton PetSmart Grand Opening

First-Year Adoption Events
Without the fine group of volunteers from PAWS the
200+ adoptions over this past year would not have
been possible. Besides placing all of our animal
rescues on Petfinder.com for adoption, our many
foster moms and dads ready the animals for the
furever homes and keep them happy and safe until
that special day comes for those animals.

Some of the other adoption methods have included
events at Wendy’s of Woodhaven, Mid-Michigan
Cat Fancier’s Show, Meet Your Best Friend at the
Zoo, Metro Shores Credit Union Adoption Events,
Pet-A-Palooza, Roosevelt High School FFA
Adoption Event, Charter Square Apartments
Adoption Event in Troy, Kitten Shower at Canton
PetSmart, PAWS in the Park, Friday evening
adoption events at PetSmart of Woodhaven, and
Saturday adoption events at PetSmart of Canton
are just some of the adoption events in which our
volunteers have participated.

PAWS Finds Unique Ways For Fundraising
The PAWS group has many good volunteers who
have very creative ideas for fundraisers. Some of
the fundraisers the PAWS group has had this past
year include, but are not limited to, making and
selling many crafts, selling raffle tickets, Ink
Cartridge and Cell Phone Fundraiser, Riverview
City-Wide Garage Sale, selling PAWS apparel and
other PAWS-related items, Most Precious Pet Photo
Contest at the Wyandotte Street Fair, Wendy’s of
Woodhaven events whereby Wendy’s donates 15%
of their profits during the event time, holiday gift
wrapping events at Borders in Dearborn, candle
sale, Pennies for PAWS sponsored by a websearch
link called http://goodsearch.com. When this
search engine is used, if PAWS is chosen as the
recipient charity – Goodsearch will donate money to
our group. GiveBackAmerica is an on-line charity
shopping mall which contributes money each time
the shopper chooses PAWS as the charity
http://www/givebackamerica.com/charity.php?b=426.
Also, Charity Motors accepts donations of vehicles
as a way to give additional donations to PAWS.

Volunteers at Wendy’s
Fundraising Event

PAWS Does More!
PAWS has done much more than only adopt out
animals. Our volunteers have given of themselves
in many ways. One of the more heartwarming
endeavors was to build a ramp for an elderly dog
who could no longer get up and down from the
porch. This ramp not only assisted Spike, but aided
his mamma as well. Unfortunately, Spike recently
went on to the Rainbow Bridge because of old age,
and his owner, Nellie, will surely miss him.

Nellie and Spike and the ramp that PAWS built

We also collected a large amount of food for the
River Rouge Food Bank this past year. With all of
the unemployment so prevalent today, many people
are in need of assistance. Our group found the food
bank was nearly depleted of food, so our group
collected food, not only for the people of River
Rouge, but also collected food for animals for the
people who could not otherwise afford to keep their
pet due to the cost of feeding them.


